
The Living Tapestry: a personal view 
Tapestries are about threads and patterns, colours and diversity, 

interdependence and interconnectedness. Pull a thread in Buckinghamshire and it 

could have repercussions in China! The tapestry image is a colourful way to see 

the value of diversity, understand the way all life connects and where human 

beings really fit in.  

Ecology is about the inter-relationship between all living things, which 

immediately puts us in the tapestry, an integral part of it. The landscape 

tapestry is like a work of art that we look at, work at, create, and re-create, not 

only for our pleasure but for our wellbeing and the wellbeing of all living things.  

There’s a story told of a meeting between an indigenous community in 

British Columbia and some government officials. The officials claimed the land 

for the government. The representatives of the indigenous community were 

astonished by the claim. They couldn’t understand what these newcomers were 

talking about. Finally one of the elders put what was bothering them in the form 

of a question: ‘If this is your land’ he asked ‘where are your stories?’ 

Poetry, stories, music belong to an area of knowledge that is different 

from that of scientists. It’s about valuing and holding on to wisdom practised for 

generations, about the history of the use and ownership of land, the food grown 

locally and why, being sympathetic towards local quirks and distinctiveness. We 

need opportunities and encouragement to express what our place means to us. 

We do this through legends, myths, stories, paintings, poems, songs associated 

with particular natural features, especially trees and orchards, paths and ponds. 

We do it also in names, like the Myosotis from which Missenden was probably 

derived, or the King’s Beech which once stood at Hampden Bottom. 

Stories are part of the tapestry, part of a web of understanding between 

people and the land, people and their histories. Just think about the basis of 

fairy stories: the trees, hills, plants and animals.   

Perhaps this is all about reaching towards something or somewhere 

beyond or beneath landscape and scenery to where the land might reflect back 

to us our purpose and our belonging, our needs and our longings – a subtle 

mixture of nature and culture. That’s what poets like John Clare, William 

Wordsworth, Alice Oswald and many, others have said and are still saying. The 

“Living Tapestry” gives each one of us a context in which to make a difference 

and connect. 
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